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its decision to the Secretariat of the League of Nations, to 'state
that the Argentine Republic regards the Monroe Doctrine mentioned
as an example in Article 21 of the Covenant as a unilateral political
declaration which in its time rendered signal service to the cause of
American emancipation, and not as constituting a regional under-
standing as stated in the Article in question'. A similar gesture was
made by Mexico on her admission to membership of the League
in September 1931.l The Mexican Government's note of the 10th
September, accepting the invitation to accede to the Covenant which
the Assembly of the League had tendered to Mexico on the 8th,
contained the following passage: 'Mexico thinks it necessary to
state when accepting that she has never recognized the regional
understanding mentioned in Article 21 of the Covenant.5
From the above brief review of certain aspects of the relations
between the United States and the countries of South and Central
America and the Caribbean during the three years preceding the
Montevideo Conference, it is clear that the victory of the Democratic
candidate in the United States Presidential election in 1932 did not
result in any marked change in the Latin-American policy which had
been followed for the last five years under a Republican Administra-
tion. Indeed, it may be said that so far as there was any change it
was in the direction of speeding up the programme; for the arrival of
re-election every year until 1926 did not tend to make the League more popular
in Argentina. In 1926, however, Brazil gave notice of resignation from the
League on the rejection of her claim to a permanent seat on the Council, and
her resignation duly took effect two years later. The movement in Argentina
for the resumption of full membership gathered strength, from that time until
it culminated in the action taken by Congress in September 1933.
1 At the time of the drafting of the League Covenant, Mexico was in bad
odour with the Government of the United States, and her name was not
included in the list of states mentioned in the annex to the Covenant which
were invited to become members of the League by acceding to the Covenant.
Mexico was too proud to apply for admission on her own account, and by the
year 1931, when she had attained a measure of political stability which might
well be envied by many Latin-American members of the League, the desira-
bility of putting an end to the situation created in 1920 was generally recog-
nized. Accordingly the five permanent members of the League Council, together
with Spain, took the initiative by introducing a resolution at the twelfth
session of the League Assembly calling upon the Assembly 'in all justice1 to
repair the omission of the name of Mexico from the annex to the Covenant by
inviting her to accede—an invitation which was promptly accepted. Little
more thau twelve months had elapsed before Mexico gave notice of resignation
from the League, but the reason for this step was said to be the economic crisis,
which made it impossible for Mexico to pay her contribution towards the
League's expenses, and in notifying the League Secretariat in December 1932
of their intention to withdraw the Mexican Government held out the hope that
it might be possible for them to reconsider their decision before the resignation
took effect. They did in fact withdraw their resignation in May 1934.

